1.The Last Lesson (Flamingo)
STUDY MATERIAL
Franz was hurrying to school, afraid, as he had not completed his grammar work.
The Prussians were drilling. The birds were singing. 
Franz first thought it was not a good idea to go to school.
The Prussians were composed of the armies of Germany, Poland and Austria, ruled by Bismarck.
There was a central order declaring that from the next day, French would not be taught in the district of Alcase and Lorraine.
Franz stepped at the bulletin board and then proceeded to class.
He was startled as M Hamel sir, was wearing his green coat, a black cap and white.
There was an absolute stillness in the classroom.
Hauser had his primer opened.
The Mayor Sherriff, Postmaster were all there.
There was an emotional stillness in the class.
M Hamel said he regretted much waste of time when he had asked his students to water his plants, or he had cancelled his class when he wanted to go fishing.
M Hamel was going away after teaching French for forty years.
He said French was a beautiful language and even if you were in prison, knowing your language would be like a key to the prison. He taught Grammar, then writing, then History.
At the end of the lesson he wrote on the Black Board: “Viva La France!” and the class was adjourned.

WORD                                       MEANING
1.dread                                    fear
2.unison                                   together; united
3.reproach                             blame
4.participles                        verbs—Grammar
5.drilling                              marching
6. apprentice                    learner
7.solemn                              silent; serious
[bookmark: _GoBack]8.enslaved                         made a slave
9. amazed                         surprised
